
Details of the grower field day at Australia’s Mountain Blue Orchards have been confirmed, giving existing 

license-holders and would-be investors an opportunity to see mature MBO varieties being harvested and packed. 

We look forward to seeing many of you across the Tasman on August 28 and sincerely thank Ridley Bell and his 

management team for opening his operation to us. It will be a memorable visit.

Closer to home and under different New Zealand conditions, the Eureka plants are continuing to grow well.  

To give them the best start in life, we share tips in our technical section on how to keep your plants “evergreen” 

throughout winter.

J O I N  U S  I N  AU S T R A L I A

Mountain Blue Orchards will host the BerryCo management team and growers next month.

Welcome to our BerryCo newsletter. 
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Season reviews and export planning for 

2017-18 are on the agenda this month for 

BerryCo general manager Vaughan Judkins 

who will also embark on his first visit to 

Mountain Blue Orchards.

I have now been in the role for six weeks and 

have spent my time visiting growers and further 

understanding the vision of BerryCo. I am extremely 

excited around future opportunities and have enjoyed 

seeing the passion in the growers I have met ranging 

from Houhora in the North to Motueka in the South.

This month I will be in Australia reviewing the 

season with the Valley Fresh team and meeting with 

supermarket retailers to talk through the coming 

season’s sales programme.  I’ll also be providing 

an update on the geographic spread of BerryCo 

plantings, varieties and future volumes beyond this 

season. Combined with this visit is a trip to meet 

Ridley Bell at Mountain Blue Orchards where I’ll gain 

a greater understanding of his incredible breeding 

program.

More support for growers
We’re working on plans to develop a library of 

technical information so growers have access to best 

practice advice at the click of a button. 

The information will be in a new technical section 

on the BerryCo website that growers will be able 

to access via a member’s login. The section will 

include information on growing techniques, spray 

programmes, fertigation and tunnel installation and 

maintenance. We’ll let you know as soon as these new 

website features are live.

Promotion planning
In the first week of September BerryCo will have a 

stand at leading fresh produce trade show Asia Fruit 

Logistica in Hong Kong. BerryCo’s first outing at this 

event last year proved there is huge interest in Asia 

for the large size Eureka blueberries so it’s extremely 

important to have a presence at this year’s event 

to keep in front of our customers and maintain the 

excitement levels around our offering. 

H I T T I NG  T H E  GROU N D  R U N N I NG
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Evergreening Eureka

One of the techniques for gaining maximum 

production from the MBO varieties is the 

principle of ‘Evergreening’, explains BerryCo 

technical manager Alan McLean. 

Blueberry varieties to a greater or lesser extent lose 

their leaves over winter. ‘Evergreening’ is steering the 

plants to maintain the leaves and thus keeping the 

growth momentum, maximising vegetative growth 

and consequently flowering and fruiting yields.

So, with the plantings of Eureka at different stages 

here we can see first-hand how Eureka is looking in 

New Zealand conditions – so far, so good. While most 

plantings are under the tunnels and benefiting from 

extra protection, even plants outside exposed to frosts 

are currently maintaining their foliage. A ‘handy tip’ 

is that when leaves start to redden then a small extra 

dose of nitrogen will help keep them green. Look 

out for pests and diseases on evergreen plants, and 

maintain an appropriate spray programme, particularly 

for rust management as older leaves can be a source  

of inoculum. 

If the plants do defoliate to some degree (for whatever 

reason), then new leaves and shoots will emerge in the 

spring and carry on perfectly OK – just further behind 

than if they retained their original leaves. 

It’s also interesting within the plant physiology of 

Eureka that lots of action occurs between the Autumn 

Equinox and the Winter Solstice (just been). Flower 

and leaf bud primordia are forming and now we 

are seeing these develop into flowers. Should these 

flowers be pollinated and conditions remain warm, we 

would expect to be picking the fruit approximately 2.5 

months later.

Legro potting mix for blueberries 

Our R&D consultant Shirley Miller has imported 

a container load of the ‘Legro Blueberry mix’ from 

Holland. This is a potting mix for the 30L pots that has 

been successfully used for growing blueberries in pots 

in various locations around the world. It is a mixture 

of Blond Peat, coconut fibre and perlite and contains 

no control release fertiliser so would need immediate 

fertigation.

The purchase price is based on cost recovery at $250 

plus GST per cubic metre. This equates to $250 x 3.8m3 

or $950 plus GST per big bale.

Growers would need to organise freight and pick 

up from depot in Tauranga. Contact Shirley for more 

information – shirley@plusgroup.co.nz

NO T E S  F ROM 
T H E  N U R S E R Y

Eureka plants are beginning to flower, 
including this one captured on 20 June.
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CONTACTS 

Vaughan Judkins | vaughan@berryco.co | 027 204 2702 

Anton Masutti | anton@berryco.co | 021 436 044 

Alan McLean | alan@berryco.co | 021 864 468 

Shirley Miller | shirley@plusgroup.co.nz | 07 552 6828

Logistics and programme 
Attendees will need to make their way to 

Lismore by Sunday night, August 27.

We suggest you fly directly into the Gold 

Coast Airport at Coolangatta which is 

approximately 1.5 hours drive from Lismore. 

Brisbane is also an option but is a further  

1.25 hours drive. 

Attendees will need to make all their own 

travel and accommodation arrangements, 

including rental cars to Lismore.

Accommodation options include: 
 

Lismore Gateway Motel 

Lismore Bounty Motel 

 

A bus will leave from outside the Lismore 

Gateway Motel early on Monday morning, 

August 28 for the additional 1 hour drive to 

the farm further inland. A picnic lunch will  

be provided. 

There are no other activities planned after 

the Monday evening meal apart from an 

informal Brunch in Byron Bay on Tuesday 

August 29 which is on its way back to the 

Gold Coast. Again, it is up to attendees to 

book their flights back at the time that best 

suits, although there is a Virgin flight leaving 

Coolangatta at 3pm on August 29.

MOU N TA I N  B LU E  ORC H A R D S          G ROW E R  F I E L D  DAY

The date has been confirmed for our grower field day 

at Mountain Blue Orchards in Australia – August 28.

A full day of activities is planned for the day at 

MBO’s orchard and packhouse at Tabulam in 

Northern NSW. Picking will be in full swing and 

there will be plenty of opportunity to observe, taste 

the berries and ask questions. The packhouse will 

also be operational and we’ll finish the day with a 

dinner in Lismore with the MBO team.

Numbers attending will be capped at 30 so if 

you haven’t already done so, please register your 

intention to attend with Gaylene at the BerryCo 

office: 07 552 6878 or email: gaylene@berryco.co
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