
The berry industry is an exciting one to be in right now in New Zealand – there are real opportunities for growth 

in the medium to long term. This growth will be generated through production and efforts, led by BerryCo, to 

introduce new, high-yielding varieties.

We already know that retailers globally are starting to de-list varieties as they become superseded by better 

performing varieties and it’s in this area of varietal development that BerryCo is proving to be the market leader.  

Coupled with this, is the consumer’s desire for more great-tasting blueberries. In securing one of the best 

Southern Highbush varieties in the world through Mountain Blue Orchards, and leading the way in new berry 

management techniques, BerryCo is well-positioned to ensure the consumer has the best eating experience 

possible.

This month’s newsletter touches on our efforts to extend the New Zealand blueberry growing season after 

securing the rights to new Northern Highbush varieties, bred in Australia. You can also catch up on the latest 

news from our nursery in Alan’s technical section.
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Welcome to our BerryCo newsletter. 
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Vaughan Judkins | BerryCo  
general manager
The summer of 2017-18 is nearly at an end and despite 

some lengthy fine spells, extreme weather conditions 

in recent weeks means some growers have been 

having trouble keeping on top of quality. Blueberry 

growers haven’t been alone in this, with growers of 

strawberries, cherries and other summer fruit also 

experiencing challenges. What these conditions 

demonstrate is the true value in growing under 

tunnels.

Our plans for BerryCo in 2018 involve realising the 

vision from three years ago – supporting growers 

as they become more productive in their orchards 

through innovation and the planting of high-yielding 

varieties. Many of these varieties will be going 

into commercial production this year – an exciting 

milestone.

We’re equally committed to market development and 

this year we’ll be working on distribution plans and 

a global marketing strategy. All this work combined 

is helping us secure new growers and build on 

BerryCo’s early success as a marketer of premium 

quality blueberries.

Moondarra Genetics

I recently travelled to Moondarra in Victoria to 

meet with Joel Deveson who is heading up the 

Moondarra Genetics breeding programme. BerryCo 

has also recently acquired the rights to this Northern 

Highbush programme which is focused on developing 

and commercialising high performing Northern 

Highbush blueberry varieties which also has MBO 

germ plasm introduced into the programme. These 

will enable us to extend the growing season in New 

Zealand and offer our domestic and export retail 

partners continuous dedicated supply for a prolonged 

period. It is exciting to see the developments and 

long-term plans for this programme with plenty of 

amazing varieties coming through the pipeline.

R E A L I S I NG  A  V I S ION 

Securing the rights to Moondarra for New Zealand growers will enable us to extend our grower season

NEWS F E B R UA R Y  2 0 18  |  w w w. b er r y c o . c o

B e r r y C o  N e w s  –  F E B R UA R Y  2 0 18  |  w w w. b er r y c o . c o

http://www.berryco.co
http://www.berryco.co


Alan McLean | BerryCo  
technical manager  

Plants ‘powering away’ 

It’s hard to believe we are coming up to the one-

year anniversary of the first commercial plantings of 

Eureka. It has lived up to its vigorous true self and 

both substrate and soil plantings have had growers 

doing plenty of tipping, training, trellising and 

pruning to create the architecture to support future 

fruit crops. Now, there are shoulder high bushes 

when walking up the rows. 

There have been touches of Botryosphaeria, leaf 

roller, thrips, root disease and rust so it’s important 

that growers remain vigilant in observation and best 

practise for plant health and spray programmes. 

Also, some physical damage from wind. However, 

the vast majority of the plantings are powering away.

While Mother Nature has dictated that First Blush 

has come on stream slower than expected (or 

hoped for) the plants are beginning to flow from the 

Nursery. The latest feedback from the Nursery is that 

the next batch of plants to emerge will be mid-March 

and the following mid-May. 

The trials being conducted by Shirley Miller on 

the first plantings of First Blush are showing some 

initial promise. The plants are naturally producing 

multiple shoots and the pruning protocols and 

elicitor supplements are through three cycles. 

Preliminary findings and recommendations will 

be communicated to growers prior to the March 

plantings and further updated in May.

BerryCo has contracted Stuart Doyle (based in 

Tasmania) who will be coming over to New Zealand 

each month working closely with all our growers. 

Stuart has over 20 years’ experience in crop 

production agronomy and farm management, and 

he specialises in berry production. Importantly for 

us, he can assist with crop-specific agronomy, soil 

and substrate management, nutrition, irrigation and 

farm management systems. He believes science 

and attention to detail, coupled with profitability, 

industry best practice and sustainability are best 

drivers for production. With an extensive network 

within agricultural and horticultural research, 

agribusiness and agricultural consulting, Stuart is 

a board member and President of Crop Consultants 

Australia Inc.  

NO T E S  F ROM 
T H E  N U R S E R Y

First Blush plants are now starting to emerge  
from the nursery
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Cultivar of the Month
Masena 

BerryCo have currently licensed 10 ‘MBO’ Southern 

Highbush varieties and 4 ‘Moondarra’ Northern 

Highbush varieties. All of these are at various stages 

through the plant entry quarantine (PEQ) process. 

This PEQ process takes at least 18 months and then 

after that it takes time to multiply and grow on the 

plants in the Nursery. As the different varieties 

emerge from the PEQ process, we intend to highlight 

one variety in each issue of this publication.

This month’s cultivar, Masena, has some very 

interesting characteristics; is one of the MBO 

Southern Highbush varieties, is currently multiplying 

very well and becoming available in commercial 

quantities as young plants.

Key features: 

Great taste: It scores highly in taste testing.

Loose clusters: It’s easy to pick when ripe. Suitable 

candidate for mechanised harvesting.

Self-pollinating: 86% fruit set as well as polliniser for 

Eureka.

Mid-season: Compatible alongside Eureka and First 

Blush.

Characteristics:

Timing: Masena has a similar fruiting time as Eureka 

but produces greater volumes than Eureka in the 

earlier stages. This means it is considered ‘early/

mid’. It fruits consistently over an extended four-

month period. We estimate in various New Zealand 

conditions that it will start fruiting in September and 

continue through to late December. The first flowering 

is in June.

Fruit: Large fruit, (2.5 – 3g) slightly smaller on average 

than Eureka. Round and firm, dry scar with a strong 

flavour and brix 14 – 19.

Yield: Mature plants produce 7.5 – 8.5 kg/bush. 

Mountain Blue quantified trials produced 7.6kg/plant 

on three-year-old plants (Mature Eureka produced 

8.2kg in similar conditions).

General: High yield, particularly suited to substrate 

growing with vigorous growth once established. 

Strong growing, upright, plant growth. Fruit comes 

away almost at a touch when picking and a light tap 

will cause the ripe fruit to drop off the cluster.

CONTACTS 

Vaughan Judkins | vaughan@berryco.co | 027 204 2702 

Anton Masutti | anton@berryco.co | 021 436 044 

Alan McLean | alan@berryco.co | 021 864 468 

Shirley Miller | shirley@plusgroup.co.nz | 07 552 6828

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  N U R S E R Y  . . .  C O N T I N U E S

Masena is an MBO Southern Highbush variety
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