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4.6.1 Blueberry Diseases: Botryosphaeria Blight 

PURPOSE 
 
These technical notes are a guide to identification and management of Botryosphaeria blight. 
Causal fungi: Botryosphaeria, Neofusicoccum australe, N. ribis, N.luteum and N.parvum.  
 

KEY POINTS 
 

• Identification of the causal fungus is important for effective management of Botryosphaeria. 
 

• Control is based around cultural methods, with observation and monitoring a key strategy to decision making. 
 

• Avoid damaging plants and creating wounds which are the main route of entry for the fungus. 
 

• Apply strict discipline to pruning and tipping practices; only carry out within specific, condensed time frames. 
 

• Be pro-active in disease management – intervene with specific control methods as needed including the use 
of plant protection chemicals, particularly after pruning or damaging event. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

• Botryosphaeria blight is a destructive fungal disease that causes stem die-back and death of blueberry plants.  
Some varieties are particularly susceptible. 

 

• The fungus infects blueberry plants via wounds such as those caused by pruning, herbicide damage, winter 
injury, mechanical pruners and harvesters. 

 

• Warm, wet conditions favour infection. 
 

• Greater severity of symptoms reported on young, vigorously growing plants. 
 

• Botryosphaeria spores over-winter (survive) in dead plant tissues. 
 

• A complex of species is responsible for the disease. 
 

WHAT SHOULD I LOOK FOR? 
 
Botryosphaeria usually gives the classic yellow / red scorched leaf look.  It can look like a broken stem.  Further 
inspection shows internal discolouration of the stem. On more mature bushes it is a disease you will spot from a 
distance if it has affected a mature cane or whole plant. 
 
 

DIAGNOSIS 
 
 
Identification of the causal fungus is an important part of the control process.   
Download a Plant Health Diagnostic order form from either:- 
 
AsureQuality website at: www.asurequality.com.  Courier bagged specimens to: AsureQuality, Plant Health Lab, 
South Drive, Lincoln University, Canterbury Freephone 0508 00 11 22 or email pathology@asurequality.com 
 
Plant Diagnostics website at: www.plantdiagnositicslimited.co.nz.  Courier bagged specimens to: Plant Diagnostics 
Ltd, 185 Kirk Road, Templeton, Christchurch 7678, Canterbury phone 03 377 9026 or email 
enquiries@plantdiagnosticslimited.co.nz 
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“Sudden wilt” accompanied by internal stem browning that suggests a complete failure of the vascular system 
leading to no water uptake. Neofusicoccum (also a Botryosphaeria) is a more common cause of this symptom. 
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CONTROL OPTIONS 
 
CULTURAL 

 
• Avoid breaking stems when walking between the plants and rows.  

• Avoid continual, indiscriminate tipping of shoots. 

• Tipping and/or pruning should be condensed over a specific, concise time frame. 

• Take care with herbicides and avoid damaging the blueberries.  

• Prune out diseased canes, ensuring cut is at least 20 – 25cm below any sign of infection or discoloured wood. 

• Sterilise secateurs between bushes when pruning.  Use a household disinfectant such as Lysol as it will be 
kinder on you, the plants and your tools. Make up the sterilising solution in a bucket at the prescribed rate and 
soak the secateurs for at least 2 minutes before use. 

• Prunings, broken branches and dead material should be placed in a bag to avoid contaminating other plants.  
Remove bags from the orchard and destroy (eg burn). 

• Avoid applications of high levels of nitrogen which might lead to more vigorous plants. 
 
CHEMICAL 
 

• Protectant fungicides such as Bravo® (chlorothalanil) or Captan® (captan) can be used after pruning or a 
damage causing event (eg hail storm or wind). 

• Systemic fungicides, eg Scala® (pyrimethanil) can be used if disease is present and positively identified.   No 
more than 2 successive applications in one season permitted. 

• Use Folicur ® (tebuconazole) or Prolific® (carbendazim) as alternatives to avoid over-use of any one fungicide 
group. 

 
SPRAY DECISION 
 

• After pruning – apply fungicides at the end of each period (end of day or half day).  For maximum benefit 
product must be applied to the whole bush, not just the cut surface. Wounds take 7 – 10 days to heal and are 
vulnerable to infection during this time. 

• Monitor weather forecasts and apply fungicides after hail or strong wind which may have damaged plants. 

• In orchards with a history of Botryosphaeria, monitor plants for any symptoms of disease and ensure 
protective cover with appropriate fungicides when conditions that favour outbreaks persist. 

• Be careful of using chemicals in poorly ventilated plastic houses with high humidity. 

• Always test new fungicides on a small area first to ensure they are safe to use and not damaging to the 
blueberries. 

DISCLAIMER: Every care is taken that the information provided is accurate and represents the most up to date practice from both published material and practical experience. However, 

BerryCo NZ Ltd, Miro Ltd Partnership or the Plus Group Horticulture Ltd or any of their employees accept no liability for any act or omission that may lead to loss, damage or injury from this 

information. We encourage seeking back-up advice from a suitably qualified person and making small trials of specific treatments prior to treating larger areas. 


