
It’s been an exciting time for our team with the first shipments of Eureka plants dispatched to licensed growers. 

Most of you will receive your order by the end of March. In this newsletter, we touch on how to care for your 

plants after they arrive and introduce you to Alan McLean, BerryCo’s new technical manager, who will be 

supporting you with ongoing advice and technical recommendations.

Welcome to our BerryCo newsletter. 

We’re very pleased with the high quality of your 

plants as they leave their first home in the Bay of 

Plenty this month. The plants benefited from a 

preventative spray programme and the two bouts of 

rain we had in the Bay over recent weeks gave them 

an added boost. 

The fact that we can deliver healthy, vigorous 

plants in such high numbers speaks to the tissue 

culture process and the top end production methods 

OF F  T O  A  GR E AT  S TA R T

of BerryCo which all starts in our laboratory 

before progressing to the greenhouse. The entire 

process, which also involves outdoor hardening, 

can take several months but as soon as plants pass 

quarantine, they are multiplied for planting as soon 

as possible. 

The Eureka pollinizer, an MBO variety called First 

Blush, is still coming through the quarantine process 

but these plants will be ready for distribution in spring.
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Before Delivery
• Irrigation/Fertigation systems should be installed 

and commissioned ready to begin immediate 

operation.

• Ground preparation complete for area to plant. 

Weedmat/Base for media grown and soil.

preparation, levelling, mounding, fertilisation, 

weedmat etc for in ground planting.

• Potting mix/Pots ordered well in advance, on the 

property ready to go

• System for potting up and placement in tunnel or 

field need to be fully planned. Plants are on an 

upward growth curve and delays in transplant 

risk a check in growth.

After Delivery
• Unload as soon as possible. Expose plants/trays 

to light and give them water on arrival. If in a 

pod or stacked several high unpack and spread in 

a holding area prior to planting. A tap and hose 

need to be in reach of all plants so none dry out. 

• Holding area should be flat, sheltered and have 

a barrier between the pots and any soil. (eg 

concrete pad, thick black plastic etc to avoid 

contamination from soil borne disease). Note: 

Pots normally come packed in a Nursery tray 

(550 x 350mm) unless they need to be loose 

packed. This is for ease of handling. There is no 

extra charge for trays and pots but they can be 

returned to the Nursery (like recycling) if they 

have no further use on the property.

• If plants are delivered in Pods or bins supplied by 

Berryco, they need to be unpacked on the spot 

and sent back via return transport. Pods start to 

accrue fees if not received back within five days.

• Apply a fungicide treatment (e.g. Mancozeb) soon 

after arrival or planting.

• Irrigate well after planting.

Eureka plants benefited from rain and a 
preventative spray before being shipped to 
growers.

Do the basics well and follow our best practice 
tips before and after your plants arrive on your 
property.

T I P S  F OR  R E C E I V I NG  YOU R  P L A N T S
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E X P E R I E NC E  A P L E N T Y

Joining BerryCo as the company’s new technical 

manager, he’s now adding blueberries to the long list 

of fruit, vegetables and flowers he’s either grown, 

sold or managed. “Over the first four weeks, I’ve 

been in the privileged position of doing little else 

but learn as much as I can about blueberries from 

publications and local and international growers,” 

he says. “I’m really excited about the whole vision 

of BerryCo and working with growers to get a really 

good outcome.”

While relatively new to the blueberry industry, Alan 

is confident his 30 years’ experience as both a flower 

grower, business owner, international marketer and 

grower liaison rep, will hold him in good stead.

“I’m open to all the different growing methodologies, 

although it’s clear from what’s happening around the 

world, there is a trend towards planting berryfruit in 

more protected cropping environments and BerryCo 

is really pioneering in its approach to growing 

blueberries that way in New Zealand. It’s an exciting 

time to be getting involved.”

Varied career
Alan began his flower growing career in 1985, 

specialising in Calla Lilies. Based in Pyes Pa with 

his wife and young family, an accident involving a 

pine tree changed the course of his career and after 

a year’s rehabilitation, he moved into the service side 

of horticulture, offering advice to growers, procuring 

new growers and marketing bulbs internationally.

Consultancy businesses followed with work 

involving advice to growers in the likes of Costa 

Rica, Kenya and Indonesia. Eventually, he developed 

business interests in hydroponics and the technology 

side of horticulture.

“That added nutrient management and intensive 

greenhouse management to my roles and knowledge 

and later, I also imported Coco Peat for potting mixes 

and had a small potting mix manufacturing business 

based in Pyes Pa.

“All of that experience is very relevant now and I’m 

enjoying the challenge of applying that knowledge to 

everything I’m learning about blueberries.”

Alan McLean, has spent most of his working life in horticulture, learning and 
sharing his knowledge with growers both here and overseas.

Technical manager Alan McLean brings a wealth 
of horticultural knowledge to BerryCo.

NEWS M A R C H  2 0 17  |  w w w. b er r y c o . c o

B e r r y C o  N e w s  –  M A R C H  2 0 17  |  w w w. b er r y c o . c o



Eureka in New Zealand  
The Eureka variety has been a fantastic performer 

for growers all over the world, including Australia, 

South Africa, China and Peru. What Alan is keen to 

quickly understand, through ongoing monitoring in 

growers’ orchards, is how the variety grows best in 

New Zealand conditions.

“The trials that our R&D team are doing will be 

important plus there’s the collective wisdom of other 

growers too that will help us get our heads around 

various nuances particular to New Zealand.

“Everyone understands the benefits of collaboration. 

New Zealanders as a whole are great gardeners 

and growers and I’ve no doubt that we’re going to 

establish a successful formula for growing these 

varieties that is unique to us. We’ll definitely nail it.”

Experience Aplenty continued ..

“Everyone understands the 
benefits of collaboration.”

CONTACTS 

Anton Masutti | anton@berryco.co | 021 436 044 

Alan McLean | alan@berryco.co | 021 864 468 

Shirley Miller | shirley@plusgroup.co.nz | 07 552 6828

Alan will work with each grower to manage 
crops and maximise production.

Practical support
Alan, working with R&D manager Shirley 

Miller, will build up a library of technical 

information for BerryCo growers, packed 

with how-to’s as well as nutrient recipes and 

potting mix recommendations. 

The resources will be shared with growers 

as they need it because as Alan points out, 

every grower’s needs are different.

“I’ll be working with each grower individually 

because we have some growers replanting 

older varieties in the ground while others 

are planting them in tunnel houses in pots. 

Where possible, I’ll be using technology to 

monitor their plants and growing conditions 

remotely and using that information to make 

crop management decisions.

“What we need growers to do after they 

receive their plants is make the most of any 

good autumn weather so that the plants build 

up reserves of carbohydrates which is like 

petrol in the tank for their performance in 

future years.”
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