
As one of our valued growers, we want to keep you 

up-to-date with all the work happening behind-the-

scenes as we embark on a ground-breaking journey 

to establish BerryCo as a leader in the New Zealand 

berryfruit industry. 

Every month, we’ll share with you the latest 

BerryCo news and report on activity from both 

our Bay of Plenty nursery and from the export 

markets. This is also where you can learn more from 

BerryCo’s technical consultant, Shirley Miller, about 

developments involving the Mountain Blue Orchard 

(MBO) varieties out of Australia which are unrivalled 

for their flavour, large size and vigorous growth. 

Once established, we’re confident these species 

will be the catalyst in allowing New Zealand and its 

growers to compete on the berryfruit world stage.
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L AY I NG  T H E  F OU N DAT ION S  F OR  S UC C E S S

Both companies are recognised as global leaders in 

the supply of fresh fruit and vegetables and working 

together, we recognise the need to adopt a more 

innovative approach to marketing and exporting for 

the benefit of growers and the berryfruit industry.

To yield the best possible results, we’ve also 

partnered with Tuhono Whenua Horticulture which, 

like us, is committed to innovation in horticultural 

practices for improved orchard gate returns and 

sustainable production. It’s through collaborations 

like these that will enable us to achieve our goal of 

transforming the berryfruit industry.

You can learn more about BerryCo’s vision for the future 

and its founding partners on our website which is now 

live at www.berryco.co. Feel free to share the site with 

your family and friends to help us spread the word about 

BerryCo and the work that’s underway to develop the 

superior MBO varieties on this side of the Tasman.

Welcome to our first BerryCo newsletter.

C OM B I N E D  V I S ION 

BerryCo is a joint venture between Southern Produce, based in the  
Bay of Plenty, and Valleyfresh, from Victoria, Australia.
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Later in September, I’m heading to Argentina to 

attend the International Blueberry Organisation’s 

2016 summit. The event brings together producers 

and exporters from around the world to discuss  

and analyse the latest industry trends including 

new technologies and productive varieties so I 

expect to return home with an enormous amount  

of knowledge. 

Speakers from all the main producing countries 

will give lectures about characteristics of the berry 

markets as well as discuss the current situation of 

production and demand for blueberries worldwide. 

The three-day summit agenda also includes field 

trips to a packing plant in Salto in Uruguay as well as 

visits to a plantation and nursery in the Argentine city 

of Concordia. I know of some of our growers will be 

attending this event. If you are, please let us know.

E X P L OR I NG  M A R K E T  OP P OR T U N I T I E S

Carwyn Williams | BerryCo Director

This month I’ve visited South-East Asia to meet with 

our distributors and finalise plans for the Australian 

export programme which will run from the end of 

August until early to mid-November. The markets 

we’re targeting are Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia 

with an additional volume of fruit being shipped to 

the United Arab Emirates. Up until now, Mountain 

Blue Orchards hasn’t had a coordinated blueberry 

export strategy for Asia so this first programme 

of approximately 300 tonnes is an opportunity to 

create a positive new impression in the marketplace. 

Consumers in this region crave healthy, nutritious 

food and we’re confident customers will be won over 

by the superior MBO varieties. 

Next month, BerryCo will hold a booth at Asia Fruit 

Logistica in Hong Kong, which is Asia’s largest 

trade expo for the fresh produce industry. The event 

is a valuable marketing opportunity for BerryCo to 

establish its presence in the market and position 

itself as a supplier of high quality berries to the Asian 

region. Trade show visitors, many of whom are very 

receptive to new products and recognise the value 

of quality, will be given the chance to sample all the 

MBO varieties so we expect the berries will do a lot of 

the talking for us.

It’s the work we do in these markets now that will set 

ourselves up for long term success. It’s BerryCo’s aim 

to develop these markets so that they’re well-placed 

in a few years to take a considerably larger volume 

of New Zealand grown MBO berries. Working in 

conjunction with you, our New Zealand growers,  

we will be able to supply retailers with a good,  

proven variety for an extended period of the year 

under the one brand.

It’s an exciting time to be involved in the berryfruit industry and at BerryCo, 
we’re thrilled to have the support of passionate growers around the  

Far North, Waikato, Bay of Plenty and as far south as Motueka  
who have the same commitment to excellence that we do.

B LU E BE R R Y  S U M M I T
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CONTACTS 

Carwyn Williams  |  carwyn@berryco.co  |  027 473 2445 

Anton Masutti  |  anton@berryco.co  |  021 436 044 

Shirley Miller  |  shirley@plusgroup.co.nz  |  07 552 6828

In partnership with Tuhono Whenua Horticulture, 

BerryCo is developing a research and development 

site at Clarke Rd, in Te Puna. This is where  

we’ll establish a berryfruit innovation centre  

and a place for berryfruit excellence. 

The footings are being dug and construction  

has started on the nursery which is where all  

the new genetics that we bring in from  

Australia and around the world will be tried, 

tested and developed by Shirley Miller, BerryCo’s 

technical consultant. It will be fascinating to 

learn more about their flowering and overall 

performance in a New Zealand setting and we  

look forward to sharing the results with you  

over the coming months.
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AC C E S S  T O  C H I NA  A N D  KOR E A

As we boldly look forward to the future, BerryCo’s 

director Tony Ponder, in conjunction with Tuhono 

Whenua, has been working with officials from the 

Ministry for Primary Industries on an application to 

give New Zealand blueberries access to China and 

Korea. We put robust cases forward to support access 

that benefits not just BerryCo but the whole New 

Zealand blueberry industry.

The Prioritisation Process Assessment Panel 

considered 16 applications for 15 commodities wanting 

access to China in total. However, there was strong 

support for our vision at a ministry level and we’ve 

just had it confirmed that our application has been 

successful. This access will give the blueberry category 

for the whole of New Zealand a significant boost. China 

considers only one new market application at a time 

so this means the blueberry application will advance 

as soon as the case currently being worked on for 

New Zealand avocados is finalised. That application is 

nearing completion so it is great news that blueberries  

will very soon become the next priority for  

market access.

Blueberries have also been placed at the top of the 

list for market access to Korea as well following a 

significant amount of work. We’ll keep you up-to-date 

with any developments on access to both China and 

Korea as they occur.

Anton is looking forward to leading a group of BerryCo 

growers to Mountain Blue Orchards in Tabulam, New 

South Wales. The tour will be a valuable opportunity 

for many of you to see and taste these high-yielding 

blueberry plants and ask questions directly to 

Riddley Bell, the breeder of the MBO variety and his 

commercial orchard manager. The wholesale nursery at 

Mountain Blue Orchards produces approximately one 

million blueberry plants each year and the team there 

are certainly experts in high-producing varieties. 

A group of us came back from Australia earlier this 

month when we met with the Mountain Blue Orchard 

marketing team. On that trip was one of our Far North 

growers who was “blown away” by what he saw so we 

can’t wait for more of you to see the incredible quality 

of these plants and berries for yourselves.

V IC T OR I A  V I S I T S C L A R K E  R D 
N U R S E R Y
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Shirley Miller is Consultant Horticulturist to BerryCo. She formerly worked 

with Plant and Food Research’s berryfruit breeding programme and closely 

shares BerryCo’s vision to revolutionise the New Zealand berryfruit industry 

through innovation and collaboration. In this regular segment, Shirley will 

share technical knowledge and tips on the cultivation of berryfruit, with an 

initial focus on blueberries. 

T E C H N IC A L  N E W S

Berries are fast becoming one of the best sellers in 

the fresh produce section and berry growers world-

wide are looking at all options to increase yields and 

productivity of these highly sought after fruits. 

Traditionally an outdoor crop, it is anticipated 

over the next few years that the growing of New 

Zealand blueberries will become more intensified, 

with an increasing percentage of growers turning 

to substrates, fertigation and high-tech tunnel 

production systems. Improved genetics will help  

this transition and new varieties will be just one  

of the ways that growers can optimise yields  

and productivity. 

N E W  Z E A L A N D  B LU E BE R R I E S

Blueberries under covered cropping.
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New varieties imported into New Zealand enter 

through a strict quarantine protocol that involves 

the plants spending up to 16 months in isolation. 

Plants are rigorously tested during this time, and 

when released from quarantine they are certified 

as having freedom from known pests and diseases. 

Mother stock is then maintained in low level 

quarantine to ensure high health status of 

subsequent propagation material. 

Blueberry varieties from Mountain 

Blue Orchards (MBO) have been 

specially selected for warmer climates 

and while New Zealand conditions 

might not always seem to fit this scenario, 

a lot can be achieved with careful site selection 

and manipulation of the environment through the 

use of crop covers. 

The first MBO variety available to New Zealand 

growers will be ‘Eureka’, (pictured). Berries of 

this variety are very large with exceptional eating 

qualities. Bushes seen in Australia are small in 

stature, fast growing and highly productive with 

yields of 2kg per plant recorded in the first year of 

cropping. As with all blueberries, fruit set and 

berry size in Eureka will increase with 

cross-pollination. Overlap in flowering 

times and genetic compatibility are 

key considerations for planning a 

planting layout. Other varieties in the 

MBO suite will complement Eureka, 

and existing growers will likely have the 

added advantage of New Zealand varieties 

also contributing pollen to the mix. Pollination 

will be covered in more detail in a future article on 

flowering and fruit set.

N E W  VA R I E T I E S

Blueberry plants from BerryCo will be supplied to 

growers either in tubes or in 1L pots. Larger grade 

plants have a higher survival rate and are a good 

option for less experienced growers. They should 

start fruiting earlier than the smaller plants.  

The first plants of Eureka will be supplied to growers 

in Feb-Apr 2017, with more Eureka in Sept-Nov 2017 

along with some polleniser varieties.

Evaluation of these new varieties will occur 

over the next few years. We will be measuring 

agronomic traits such as growth and productivity 

under a range of growing conditions, as well 

as fruit quality, traits of brix, firmness, bloom 

and acidity. Tolerance to key pest and disease 

problems will also be assessed.

Further knowledge of these varieties will 

be gained through international visits and 

communicating with other MBO variety growers 

around the world for their insights.

P L A N T  AVA I L A B I L I T Y

Densely planted Southern High bush blueberries in Australia.
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